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Federal agencies that may be appro-
priate. In the case of flood declara-
tions, the Interagency Hazard Mitiga-
tion Team will serve the purpose of the
Hazard Mitigation Survey Team.

(c) Survey team reports. Within 15 days
following a declaration Hazard Mitiga-
tion Survey Team report shall be pre-
pared and distributed in accordance
with FEMA policies and procedures.
The Regional Director has the author-
ity to extend this due date when nec-
essary.

§ 206.405 Hazard mitigation plan.

(a) General. In order to fulfill the re-
quirement to evaluate natural hazards
within the designated area and to take
appropriate action to mitigate such
hazards the State shall prepare and im-
plement a hazard mitigation plan or
plan update. At a minimum the plan
shall contain the following:

(1) An evaluation of the natural haz-
ards in the designated area;

(2) A description and analysis of the
State and local hazard management
policies, programs, and capabilities to
mitigate the hazards in the area;

(3) Hazard mitigation goals and ob-
jectives and proposed strategies, pro-
grams, and actions to reduce or avoid
long term vulnerability to hazards,

(4) A method of implementing, moni-
toring, evaluating, and updating the
mitigation plan. Such evaluation is to
occur at least on an annual basis to en-
sure that implementation occurs as
planned, and to ensure that the plan
remains current.

(b) Plan approach. Hazard mitigation
plans should be oriented toward help-
ing States and localities to develop
hazard management capabilities and
programs as part of normal govern-
mental functions. All States are en-
couraged to develop a basic mitigation
plan prior to the occurrence of a dis-
aster, so that the basic plan can simply
be expanded or updated to address spe-
cific issues arising from the disaster.
At the time of a declaration, the Re-
gional Director, in consultation with
the State, shall determine whether a
new mitigation plan is required as a re-
sult of the declaration, or whether an
existing plan can simply be updated or
expanded.

(c) Plan content and format. The spe-
cific content and format of a hazard
mitigation plan or plan update shall be
determined through guidance and tech-
nical assistance that the Regional Di-
rector provides to the State during the
section 409 planning process. At a min-
imum, the plan or update must address
the items listed in paragraph (a) of this
section.

(d) Plan submission. All States shall
submit a hazard mitigation plan or
plan update on behalf of the State and
any appropriate local governments in-
cluded in the designated area. The plan
or update is due to FEMA within 180
days of the date of the declaration. The
Regional Director may grant exten-
sions to this date not to exceed 365
days from the date of the declaration
when adequate justification is received
in writing from the State. Extensions
beyond that date must be forwarded
with justification to the Associate Di-
rector for approval.

(e) Plan approval. Upon receipt of a
hazard mitigation plan or plan update,
the Regional Director shall acknowl-
edge receipt in writing to the Governor
or appropriate agency. Written com-
ments shall state whether the plan is
approved, shall detail any short-
comings that may exist, and shall in-
clude a suggested method and timeline
for correction if necessary.

(Approved by the Office of Management and
Budget under OMB control number 3067–0212)

§ 206.406 Hazard mitigation planning
process.

(a) General. A sound planning process
is essential to the development and im-
plementation of an effective hazard
mitigation plan. A critical element of
successful mitigation planning is the
involvement of key State agencies,
local units of government, and other
public or private sector bodies or agen-
cies that influence hazard management
or development policies within a State
or local unit of government. This sec-
tion identifies principal components of
the mitigation planning process.

(b) FEMA technical assistance. States
may request the Regional Director to
provide technical assistance and guid-
ance throughout the planning process
to ensure that the plan or update ade-
quately addresses mitigation concerns
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related to the disaster. Technical as-
sistance may include but is not limited
to:

(1) Identification of mitigation issues
through the Interagency Hazard Miti-
gation Team or Hazard Mitigation Sur-
vey Team report;

(2) Initial meeting with the State to
identify key staff, timeline, and scope
of work for development of the hazard
mitigation plan or update;

(3) Review of timelines, outlines,
drafts, and other appropriate material
during development of the hazard miti-
gation plan or update.

(4) Provision of Federal technical as-
sistance information and identification
of technical experts, if needed.

(c) State involvement. Though the pri-
mary responsibility for development of
a hazard mitigation plan is assigned to
one State agency, any State agency
that influence development within haz-
ardous areas through ongoing pro-
grams and activities should be involved
in the development and implementa-
tion of hazard mitigation plans. This
includes, but is not limited to, agencies
involved with emergency management,
natural resources, environmental regu-
lations, planning and zoning, commu-
nity development, building regula-
tions, infrastructure regulation or con-
struction, public information, and in-
surance. It is the responsibility of the
State agency assigned lead responsi-
bility for hazard mitigation to ensure
that all other appropriate State agen-
cies have the opportunity to partici-
pate in development and implementa-
tion of hazard mitigation planning.

(d) Local involvement. Local participa-
tion in hazard mitigation planning is
essential because regulation and con-
trol of development within hazardous
areas normally occurs at the local
level. It is the responsibility of the
State to ensure that appropriate local
participation is obtained during devel-
opment and implementation of hazard
mitigation planning.

(e) Private sector involvement. When
appropriate, a State or local govern-
ment may choose to involve the pri-
vate sector in the planning process.
Support from the private sector is
often essential to successful implemen-
tation of mitigation strategies at the
local level. Involvement of the private

sector in the early stages of the plan-
ning process may facilitate under-
standing and support for mitigation.

(f) Development of hazard mitigation
goals and objectives. The participants in
the planning process shall develop the
basic mitigation goals and objectives
from which the proposed hazard miti-
gation strategies, programs, and ac-
tions required under § 206.405(3) shall be
drawn.

(g) Identification of projects to be fund-
ed under the Hazard Mitigation Grant
Program. The Hazard Mitigation Grant
Program, authorized under section 404
of the Stafford Act, provides up to 50
percent Federal funding for cost-effec-
tive mitigation measures that are con-
sistent with the evaluation of hazards
under section 409. Throughout the
process of preparing a hazard mitiga-
tion plan or plan update, the State and
local governments will be evaluating
natural hazards and identifying poten-
tial mitigation measures which may be
eligible for funding under the Hazard
Mitigation Grant Program. 44 CFR
part 206, subpart N sets forth the regu-
lations for funding these mitigation
measures.

(h) Coordination with other hazard
evaluation and mitigation planning ef-
forts. During the process of developing
a mitigation plan to satisfy require-
ments under this subpart, the State
will ensure that the planning effort is
coordinated with any other hazard
evaluation and mitigation planning
program within the State or local unit
of government, including but not lim-
ited to the Disaster Preparedness Im-
provement Grant Program, the Hurri-
cane Program, the Earthquake Hazard
Reduction Program, the Dam Safety
Program, the National Flood Insurance
Program, and other similar programs
of FEMA and other Federal agencies.

(i) Evaluation and monitoring. The
State is responsible for monitoring and
evaluating implementation of the haz-
ard mitigation plan and for submitting
annual progress reports to FEMA. The
progress report will briefly indicate the
status of implementation of the miti-
gation actions contained within the
plan, and will include documentation
relating to measures which have been
implemented, where appropriate. The
Regional Director may require the
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State to provide additional progress re-
ports or more specific information on
particularly critical mitigation ac-
tions, if necessary.

§ 206.407 Minimum standards.
(a) General. As a condition of any dis-

aster loan or grant made under the
Stafford Act, section 409 requires that
the recipient shall agree that any re-
pair or construction shall be in accord-
ance with applicable standards of safe-
ty, decency, and sanitation, and in con-
formity with applicable codes, speci-
fications, and standards. The hazard
mitigation planning process required
under section 409 can assist with the
identification of inadequate standards
as described below.

(b) Local standards. The cost of bring-
ing a facility up to minimum standards
is an eligible cost under subpart H of
this part when such standards apply to
the types of work being performed.
These standards, including standards
for hazard mitigation, can either be in
place at the time of the disaster or can
be adopted prior to approval of the
project. Where current mitigation
standards are inadequate, new stand-
ards may be identified in the following
ways:

(1) Through the Interagency Hazard
Mitigation Team or Hazard Mitigation
Survey Team;

(2) Through the hazard mitigation
planning process;

(3) By the State or local govern-
ments;

(4) Through the public assistance pro-
gram; and,

(5) Through identification of mitiga-
tion measures under the Hazard Miti-
gation Grant Program.

(c) Compliance. The State shall ensure
that the sub-grantee meets compliance
with minimum standards as that term
is used in section 409.

Subpart N—Hazard Mitigation
Grant Program

SOURCE: 55 FR 35537, Aug. 30, 1990, unless
otherwise noted.

§ 206.430 General.
This subpart provides guidance on

the administration of hazard mitiga-
tion grants made under the provisions

of section 404 of the Robert T. Stafford
Disaster Relief and Emergency Assist-
ance Act, 42 U.S.C. 5170c, hereafter
Stafford Act, or the Act.

[59 FR 24356, May 11, 1994]

§ 206.431 Definitions.
(a) Applicant means a State agency,

local government, or eligible private
nonprofit organization, as defined in
subpart H of this part, submitting an
application to the Governor’s Author-
ized Representative for assistance
under the Hazard Mitigation Grant
Program.

(b) Application means the initial re-
quest for section 404 funding, as out-
lined in § 206.436.

(c) Grant means an award of financial
assistance. The total grant award shall
not exceed ten percent of the estimated
Federal assistance provided under sec-
tion 406 of the Stafford Act for major
disasters declared before June 10, 1993.
For major disasters declared on or
after June 10, 1993, the total grant
award shall not exceed 15 percent of
the total estimated Federal assistance
(excluding any associated administra-
tive costs) provided under sections 403,
406, 407, 408, 410, 411, 416, and 601 of the
Stafford Act.

(d) Grantee means the government to
which a grant is awarded and which is
accountable for the use of the funds
provided. The grantee is the entire
legal entity even if only a particular
component of the entity is designated
in the grant award document. For pur-
poses of this part, except as noted in
§ 206.436(g)(1), the State is the grantee.

(e) Measure means any mitigation
measure, project, or action proposed to
reduce risk of future damage, hardship,
loss or suffering from disasters. The
term measure is used interchangeably
with the term project in this part.

(f) Project means any mitigation
measure, project, or action proposed to
reduce risk of future damage, hardship,
loss or suffering from disasters. The
term project is used interchangeably
with the term measure in this part.

(g) Sectiom 409 Hazard Mitigation Plan
is the hazard mitigation plan required
under section 409 of the Act as a condi-
tion of receiving Federal disaster as-
sistance under Public Law 93–288, as
amended. This hazard mitigation plan
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